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an  interest in the present problems of transportation, communi- 
cation, and industries. The above list is not without its defects 
from the standpoint of geography, but it is a splendid beginning 
along the right lines. 

If your students had inore local material available for such 
studies, the school courses in civics, industries, and geography 
would have a greater interest and more practical results. The 
writer is anxious to learn what your community has done to bring 
a knowledge of local geography to the schools. 

A REQIJEST 
If you will communicate to the writer what your coiiiniunity 

has done, the various methods employed in all parts of the coun- 
try will be compiled and published in the Journal of Geography. 
The results ought to contain some ideas and plans that will be 
valuable to your community.. If we could have a large response 
from many parts of the country, a comparison of plans would be 
an incentive to increase local studies. .- 
SOME ASPECTS OF THE STUDY OF GEOGRAPHY 

WITH SUGGESTIONS FOR ITS PROMOTION 
By Warren D. Smith, 

University of Oregon, Eugene 
H E  sun and the moon, the right eye and left eye of all His- “T tory, are Chronology and Geography.”-Hakluyt. 

Some of the readers of this article may have read the indict- 
ment of college students in  the Nation of December 16, 1915. A 
freshman class was reading Marlowe’s “Hero and Leander :” 
“Hellespont suggested Gallipoli, and I, (a professor in a Middle 
Western University), asked the class-it was quite a chance shot 
-where Gallipoli is. To my surprise, no one knew. I wrote the 
word on the blackboard, and was amazed when the class con- 
fessed that not one liad ever seen the word before! 

“Within the next twenty-six hours I had met three other sec- 
tions of freshmen, and had placed ‘Gallipoli’ before them, with 
the same result. A more advanced course yielded two men who 
had never heard the name-one of them was on the staff of the 
university daily paper.” 

The matter of Gallipoli is bad enough, but imagine the writ- 
er’s chagrin on finding but one in a class of forty, in  Geography, 
who knew by name the scene of the greatest naval engagement 
in modern times. A junior in the University informs the class 
that the Danube is in India, while another one says that Babylon 
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is one of the large einporia (at the present time, mind you) of the 
Mesopotamian region. 

Let me say that this indictment must not be leveled a t  stu- 
dents alone. Some teachqrs and others the writer knows of, were 
avoiding the study of the geography of the war under the pre- 
tense of being absolutely neutral. This is as bad a confession of 
weakness as that of the man who has to take a pledge to keep 
decent. Laziness will explain a good deal of this. And so we’ll 
give the poor, much maligned students a rest and pass to bigger 
game. 

A New York business liduse instructs its Haunna branch to 
settle a certain matter with some people in Manila (thinking the 
latter place somewhere in the Caribbean). A wealthy woman of 
Fresno, California, is overheard on the S. S. “Manchuria” telling 
a friend that she and her husband are  going “first to Manila and 
then take the train froni there to Slfanghai!” 

How long are  we going to merif the iniplications in the Na- 
tion? One fundamental difficulty in all our dealing with for- 
eigners, whether Europeans, Mexicans, Japanese or Filipinos, 
can, in our opinion, be shown to be due to lack of knowledge of 
these peoples and therefore of geography. W e  do not seem to 
get their viewpoint at  all. A world view point is needed. Now 
how can you expect the student to get i t  if many high officials of 
the land and the teachers haven’t it? Our dealings with Japan, 
Mexico, and Europe in general would be made vastly easier if we 
personally knew these countries and their peoples better than 
we do. Most of the trouble in  the world has come about through 
misunderstanding, either intentional or  unintentional. The first 
has usually to be overcome by force, the second by education. 

When the writer cmie to the University or  Oregon three 
years ago as  professor of Gcology, he found that there were no 
courses in anthropology, ethnology, or  geography, and he has 
since found that there is little or no geography taught beyond 
the grades in Oregon schools, save a little physical geography 
and that, through lack of inspiring and well trained teachers, is 
in its death throes. I t  is only fair to say that there are several 
schools where no fault could be found with the teaching of this 
subject. 

Now geography is a great synthetic subject, a fine melting 
pot for so many interesting facts and principles drawn from both 
the sciences and the humanities that it ought to be one of the 
most popular and profitable courses in the school or college cur- 
riculum. The writer, whose first love was geology (and for this 
subject he still feels a great attraction). finds himself i n  these 
times of momentous world changes irresistibly drawn into a 
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deeper study of geography. He instituted a course in  Advanced 
Economic Geography at  the State Uniyersity three years ago with 
the following enrollment: the’first year 22; second year 35; third 
year 42 (fifrteen or  twenty were turned away as the lecture room 
would accommodate only about forty). He hopes in time to see 
courses in Ethnology added. These are  not theoretical studies,- 
they aye immensely practical. How can the American business 
nian iiiarket his products abroad if he does not have salesmen 
who know the countries in which they expect to travel, or if he  
liiniself does not know what those people want’? Germany’s suc- 
cess in foreign coiiimerce has been in no small degree due to this 
sort of training. 

CONSTRUCTIVE SUGGESTIONS 

Having consuiiied sonic time in fault-finding, let us proceed 
to something constructive. There are  two parts to this plan, the 
first part of which has been published by the National Council 
of Geography Teachers, and the second part is submitted by the 
writer. However, before suhmitting these proposals, we wish to 
offer a few suggestions to the teacher of geography who may not 
have access to the best libraries or  who has not seen much of the 
great world beyond the bounclaries of his or her state. The 
writer niakes no pretense a t  being a n  authority, but he has found 
that extensive travel in foreign lands and association with lead- 
ing geographers a t  the headquarters of the Royal Geographic 
Society in London has furnished hini with a perspective and a 
kind of information which he personally has found of the great- 
est help. His desire is to aid those less fortunate in  this respect. 
as well as to criticize. 

\That are  the qualifications for a successful teacher of this 
subject? We don’t know positively, but we may venture to state 
some of them (if some of this is old matter and has been said be- 
fore, it  won’t do any harm to repeat i t  here) : 

First, enthusiasm 
Second, wide reading in geographic literature 
Third, broad training in the fundamental sciences 
Fourth, ability to associate facts and to make deductions 
Fifth, (if possible) wide travel, and actual first-hand ac- 

quaintance with various peoples in other lands. There are  many 
good books, but none can impart a knowledge of temperament, 
sympathy for strangers, etc. These can be gained only by per- 
sonal contact. A speaking knowledge of a foreign language is 
of tremendous help. 
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Methods : One word will convey niost of what is essential in 
this paragraph: 

1. Pictures 
2. Maps 
3. Graphs. 

VISUALIZE: and do this by means of 

A second point,-make the oceans and not the continents 
the “turning points.” Oceans unite, they do not separate the 
continents in these days. There is more in common, in many 
ways, between the east coast of Asia and our west coast today 
than there is between the eastern and western shores of our own 
continent, and this will be accentuated with the passing years. 

A teacher cannot be the best teacher unless he has done, 
or is a t  present engaged in, some sort of individual research. 
Only in that way can he get the feeling which actuated the early 
discoverers of new lands-the makers of geography. The re- 
search men in our colleges and schools are our modern explor- 
ers. Exploration is intensive now, instead of being extensive, 
but it is exploration just the same. 

0. Henry, in his inimitable way, has said that “all the world is 
divided into two pakts : men who wear rubbers and pay poll taxes 
and those who discover continents. There are no niore continents 
to be discovered, but long before the supply of rubber has given 
out these same men will be paralleling the canals of Mars with 
radium railways.” And we might add that although all the con- 
tinents have been discovered, not all the valuable facts about 
these continents have been discovered. Are you, reader, going 
to be a mere “middle man” in the world or do you care to take a 
part in the gathering, at  first hand, of knowledge? 

Equipment: First, let it be said that expensive apparatus is 
not imperative. A good atlas, a daily metropolitan paper, maps 
which can be had for nominal prices, relief maps, which you can 
make yourself, a good collection of pictures, (post cards if you 
can afford nothing better) and you have the essentials. Below is 
a list of equipment in the laboratory of the University of Oregon 
used in this subject. Wherc funds are available these are very 
desirable. 

Tellurian 
Relief maps of the world, U. S., and of the home state 
U. S. Geological Survey topographic maps and folios 
Materials for relief map making 
The Shaler-Davis Physiographic models 
About 1000 lantern slides 
The Black b Co. Geographic illustrations, etc. 
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Atlases, press bulletins of various government institutions, 

Now to return to our scheme: 
First, as to the National Council’s proposal-as concisely 

stated in the bulletin of the Illinois Geography Society :- 
For several years many teachers of geography throughout 

the country have hoped for a working organization to proniote 
greater interest in the study and teaching of geography. In July, 
1914, a group of geographers, who attended the science section 
of the National Education Association in St. Paul, planned for 
the organization of a National Council of Geography Teachers. 
Mr. George Miller, of the Mankato (Minnesota) Normal School, 
was made chairman of the inaugurating comniittee and pushed 
the work of organization through extensive correspondence. 

The plan worked out by this committee was presented to 
the Association of American Geographers at their annual meet- 
ing in Chicago in December, 1914, and met with their hearty ap- 
proval. The Anal plan of organization of the National Council 
of Geography Teachers was worked out at  the meeting held in 
Washington in January, 1916. 

The annual niembership dues of the National Council are 
one dollar, which includes subscription to the Journal of Geog- 
raphy, the official organ of the council. 

newspapers, etc. 

ORGANIZATION OF STATE COUNCIL 
The inaugurating coniniittee of the National Council urged 

the growth of the organization “for the purpose of increasing the 
interest in geographic education and of tpronioting better geog- 
raphy teaching.” In order that the niany teachers of geography 
throughout the states be brought into closer touch with the niove- 
ment, they proposed the foi-mation of State Councils of Geogra- 
phy Teachers. The committee suggested that the “chief purpose 
of the state council shall be to promote better geography teach- 
ing in every way possible, working through existing teachers’ 
associations,-state, district, county, etc. It is expected that 
the teachers of geography in a single state will (1) meet in con- 
nection with existing organizatioiis; (2) get speakers on geog- 
raphy for the program of all teachers’ associations, thereby 
directing attention to it and awakening interest in the subject; 
(3) assist school officials in organizing geography in the element- 
ary and high schools in accord with the modern conception of 
the science; (4) encourage the preparation of papers on geog- 
raphy teaching for local and national educational journals.” 

Chairman Miller appointed leaders in the various states who 



I08 THE JOURS.\L OF GEOGRAPHY [Vol. 16 

set about planning organizations to carry out the splenclicl ideas 
initiated by the founders of the national movement. The work 
was taken up with such zest by geographers throughout the 
United States that by May, 1916, leaders in thirty-eight states 
were at  work and sixteen state leaders had completed the organ- 
ization of their state councils. Great enthusiasm has been mani- 
fested and many valuable programs devoted to geography have 
been given by the state councils. 

CUBA 
N excellent geographical position and abundance of natural A resources has earned for Cuba the title, “The Pearl of the An- 

tilles.” Though somewhat smaller than Wisconsin it would, if 
properly placed, reach from Chicago to New York. In climate 
and resources the island is often likened to Java. However, in 
density of population they present striking contrast, the popula- 
tion of Cuba being about equal to that of Chicago, while Java has 
some 30,000,000. 

The island lies at the entrance to the Gulf of Mexico, and 
trade routes from our Atlantic seaboard or from Europe l o  
Caribbean countries find Cuba on their direct route, and now that 
the Panama Canal is open and focussing still more lines of traf- 
fic through this region, the island should find itself supplied 
with the best of export facilities. 

To most of us Cuba is synonymous with sugar and tobacco. 
As a matter of fact these form 90% of the total exports in value. 
The island ranks second as R world’s cane sugar producer, India 
being first. Beginning in the vicinity of Havana, the sugar plan- 
tations have spread eastward, new lands being taken up as the 
old soil became exhausted. The plantations are mainly in the 
hands of Americans and Europeans, and because of their great 
size they have their own railways to carry the cane to the sugar 
mill. Lying within the tropics, Cuba is frost free and the annual 
replanting of cane practiced in Louisiana is unnecessary here. 
The only cloud that hovers on the horizon of the sugar industry 
in Cuba is the beet sugar competition and the scarcity of labor. 
With the present war cutting off the export of beet sugar from 
Germany, Cuban sugar stock is booming. Cuba’s entrance into 
the war is not only in accord with her political affiliations with 
the United States, but with her economic interests as well. 

Cuban bbacco and “Havana cigars” are famous the world 
over. As sugar is the main crop in the eastern portion of the 
island, so tobacco has come to be grown mainly from Havana 




